
 

February 2019 

 

 

Synopsis 

Core Body of Knowledge for the 
Generalist OHS Professional 

Third Edition, 2024 

 

 

 

1.3 



 

1.3 Synopsis   
April 2024 

Page 1 of 5 

 
 

Copyright notice and licence terms 
Copyright (2024) Australian Institute of Health and Safety (AIHS), Kensington, Victoria, 

Australia 

This work is copyrighted and has been published by the Australian Institute of Health and 

Safety (AIHS). Except as may be expressly provided by law and subject to the conditions 

prescribed in the Copyright Act 1968 (Commonwealth of Australia), or as expressly 

permitted below, no part of the work may in any form or by any means (electronic, 

mechanical, micro copying, digital scanning, photocopying, recording or otherwise) be 

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written permission of the 

AIHS. 

You are free to reproduce the material for reasonable personal or in-house, non-commercial 

use for the purposes of workplace health and safety as long as you attribute the work using 

the citation guidelines below and do not charge fees directly or indirectly for the use of the 

material. You must not change any part of the work or remove any part of this copyright 

notice, licence terms and disclaimer below. 

A further licence will be required and may be granted by the AIHS for the use of the 

materials if you wish to:  

• reproduce multiple copies of the work or any part of it 

• charge others directly or indirectly for access to the materials 

• include all or part of the materials in advertising of a product or services or in a 

product for sale 

• modify the materials in any form or 

• publish the materials. 

Enquiries regarding the licence or further use of the works are welcome and should be 

addressed to: 

The Manager, OHS Body of Knowledge  

Australian Institute of Health and Safety,  

PO Box 1376, Kensington, Victoria, Australia, 3031 

Manager@ohsbok.org.au  

Disclaimer  
This material is supplied on the terms and understanding that the Australian Institute of 

Health and Safety (AIHS) and its respective employees, officers and agents, the editor, or 

chapter authors and peer reviewers shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, damage, 

personal injury or death suffered by any person, howsoever caused and whether or not due 

to negligence, arising from the use of or reliance on any information, data or advice provided 

or referred to in this publication. Before relying on the material, users should carefully assess 

its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for their purposes. They should obtain 

any appropriate professional advice relevant to their circumstances. 
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SYNOPSIS 

Background  
A defined body of knowledge is required as a basis for professional certification and for 

accreditation of education programs, giving entry to a profession and providing a benchmark 

for continuing professional development.  

The OHS Body of Knowledge for Generalist OHS Professionals was developed in response 

to an identified need to define the collective knowledge that should be shared by Australian 

Generalist OHS Professionals as a basis for understanding the causation and control of 

work-related fatality, injury, disease, and ill-health. With reference to significant literature and 

best practice, each chapter of the OHS BoK gives a synoptic overview of a concept, its 

development and its application to understanding the causation and control of work-related 

fatality, injury, disease and ill-health (FIDI). The Body of Knowledge is not a textbook 

detailing all that the OHS professional needs to know; rather, it provides a ‘picture’ of current 

thinking that highlights key concepts and how thinking on these evolved.  

WorkSafe Victoria funded the development of the first edition of the OHS Body of 

Knowledge for Generalist OHS Professionals published in 2012, assigning the copyright to 

the Safety Institute of Australia, with the Australian OHS Education Accreditation Board 

being the custodian responsible for managing updating processes to ensure currency. Four 

further chapters were developed during 2013-14 with the support of Safe Work Australia. 

Additional chapters continue to be developed to address identified gaps and as OHS 

knowledge and conceptual thinking evolve.  

Development  

The development and structuring of the OHS Body of Knowledge's initial content were 

overseen by a Technical Panel, which included representatives from Victorian universities 

teaching OHS and members from the Safety Institute of Australia. This panel crafted an 

initial conceptual framework, subsequently refined based on input from tertiary-level OHS 

educators across Australia and the broader OHS community. Specialist authors were invited 

to draft chapters, which underwent rigorous peer review and editing. Over time, as the 

subjects within the OHS Body of Knowledge have grown in complexity, the development 

models have evolved to address the topics more effectively, incorporating extensive 

consultation and content validation. 

For the third edition, we are establishing a sub-committee composed of globally respected 

safety and educational experts. This group will be tasked with formulating the concepts for 

new chapters, ensuring that our content continues to reflect the latest global safety 

standards and educational practices. 
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Conceptual structure  

The OHS Body of Knowledge takes a ‘conceptual’ approach. As concepts are abstract, the 

OHS professional needs to organise the concepts into a framework to solve a problem. The 

overall framework used to structure the OHS Body of Knowledge is that: 

Work impacts on the safety and health of humans who work in organisations. 

Organisations are influenced by the socio-political context. Organisations may be 

considered a system which may contain hazards which must be under control to minimise 

risk. This can be achieved by understanding models of causation for safety and for health 

which will result in improvement in the safety and health of people at work. The OHS 

professional applies professional practice to influence the organisation to bring about this 

improvement.   

This can be represented as:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audience   

The OHS Body of Knowledge provides a basis for accreditation of OHS professional 

education programs and certification of individual OHS professionals. It guides OHS 

educators in course development and for OHS professionals and professional bodies in 

developing continuing professional development activities. Also, OHS regulators, employers, 

and recruiters may find benchmarking of OHS professional practice useful.  
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Application   

The OHS Body of Knowledge does not serve as a textbook or a curriculum; instead, it 

outlines the fundamental concepts, core theories, and supporting evidence essential for 

generalist OHS professionals. This foundational knowledge is acquired through a blend of 

formal education and practical experience, ensuring professionals are well-equipped to 

handle the complexities of occupational health and safety. 

In this 3rd edition, we emphasise a broader global application of the OHS Body of Knowledge 

through expanded case studies within chapters that illustrate its relevance across diverse 

international contexts. We have enriched our authorship with contributions from a wider 

range of global experts, enhancing the universality and adaptability of the knowledge 

presented. This global perspective aims to enrich our understanding and ensures that our 

content remains at the forefront of global safety standards and practices. Promoting the 

OHS Body of Knowledge to a worldwide audience can foster a more cohesive and 

comprehensive approach to workplace health and safety, encouraging international 

collaboration and sharing best practices across borders. 

Accessing and using the OHS Body of Knowledge for generalist OHS professionals   

The OHS Body of Knowledge is published electronically. Each chapter can be downloaded 

separately. However, users are advised to read the introduction, which provides background 

information in individual chapters. Before using or acting on the information, they should also 

note the copyright requirements and the disclaimer.  
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